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l Stuff It’s here!

you might not
realize we have

NEA Big Read 2021
This one-book one-community project will
feature discussions and events centered
on the memoir Lab Girl, by Hope Jahren.
Kick-off week is March 8-12!
Because there are so many programs
related to the NEA Big Read, we don’t
have space to list them all here in the
newsletter. Make sure to stop by the
library, City Hall, or Forest Park Nature
Center to pick up a free copy of the
book and a program guide, which lists all
the exciting discussions and events taking
place in the coming months.
You can also visit chillipld.org for details.

Seed
library
April 17 @ 11:00 am
Live virtual keynote
and Q&A with author
Dr. Hope Jahren.

Art kits

NEA Big Read is a program
of the National Endowment
of the Arts in partnership
with Arts Midwest.

Videos for recorded virtual programs are posted on the library’s Facebook
page and YouTube channel and can be accessed at any time after their
initial posting dates.

Youth Programs

Adult & Family Programs

Women in STEM Story Time
March-April
In honor of the NEA Big Read, learn about
inspiring women in science through stories
read by women who work in science! You
can learn a little bit more about STEM fields
from the inspiring women in your community who make
a difference every day. Watch out for new videos
throughout March and April at bit.ly/3jz3asT.

*Making Room: Eliminating the Barriers to Writing Your Story
Tuesdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23 @ 11 am-noon
Register by 3 pm on March 1 at bit.ly/3sdNQpH.
Whether you’re hung up on the technicalities of writing or
burdened with never having enough time to craft your
story, let’s remove the barriers together in this memoirwriting workshop facilitated by Carmen Smith. Open to
adults; no writing experience needed.

Take-&-Make Crafts & Virtual Crafternoon
Mon., Mar 1, 15, 29 @ 3 pm
In honor of the NEA Big Read, this month's Take & Make
Crafts will all feature STEM projects you can experiment
with at home. Build the tallest structure you can out of
marshmallows and toothpicks. Learn more about your
sense of taste with a taste testing kit. Build two types of
bridges and compare their strengths. Pick up a Take &
Make Craft on designated Mondays and
follow along with the video for tips and
tricks on how to complete your creation!
Videos will be posted to the library's
Facebook page and YouTube channel.
Virtual Sign & Sing
Wed., Mar 10 & 24 @ 10 am
Join our friends from Communication
Junction for a video story time, filled with
stories, songs, movement, and bubbles.
Ages 0-5.

Take-&-Bake Kits & Virtual Afternoon Snack @ the Library
Tue., Mar 16 @ 3:30 pm
Pick up a Take & Bake Kit at the library so you can make
your own Dirt Cups at home! Instructional videos will be
posted to the library's Facebook page and YouTube
channel. And don't forget to vote for next month's snack at
bit.ly/3pjyX3n.

*Seed-Starting Workshop | Wed., Mar 3 @ 10 am
Save dollars and get a jump-start on your garden this
spring by growing your own seedlings! Learn the basics in
this virtual workshop. Attend via Zoom at bit.ly/3bXgHsu.
*NEA Big Read Kick-off Week | March 8-12
Stop by the library any time this week during open hours
to pick up a copy of Lab Girl, participate in our community
mural, visit the herbarium exhibit, reserve a tree for our
tree-planting event, grab a seed-starting kit, and more!
*Herbarium: A Library for Plants | March 8-May 1
Exhibit at the library curated by Forest Park Nature Center.
Author Event: Amy Byer Shainman | Thur., Mar 11 @ 2 pm
Catch this live streamed event on our Facebook page.
The Network of the National Library of Medicine presents
Amy Byer Shainman, author of the memoir, Resurrection
Lily: The BRCA Gene, Hereditary Cancer & Lifesaving
Whispers from the Grandmother I Never Knew. Ms.
Shainman is a patient advocate who provides support
and education surrounding BRCA and other hereditary
cancer syndromes. In this powerful program, she will be
joined by genetic counselor Ellen Matloff. These two
genetic cancer experts will share their story and
knowledge and answer your questions.
*Soils 101: Dig It Like Bill | Thur., Mar 18 @ 5 pm
Registration required via the event on the Friends of Coal
Hollow Facebook page. An intro to soils, soil profiles, and
the geology of the Chillicothe area.

*These programs are offered as part of the library’s NEA Big Read. For more information, pick up a
program guide at the library, call 309-274-2719, or visit chillipld.org. NEA Big Read is a program of
the National Endowment of the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest.

*Prioritizing Mental Wellness | Mon., Mar 22 @ 12 pm
Register at bit.ly/3rE2EwP. Get self-care strategies and
information on community resources for mental wellness.
*Books+Tea @ the Library | Mon., Mar 22 @ 6:30 pm
Join our book club for adults on Zoom to discuss Lab Girl,
by Hope Jahren. Copies of the book are available at the
library. Check out the club’s Facebook group to connect
with other readers and join our virtual discussion at
bit.ly/2MUaRh7.
*Illinois Women in Science | Thur., Mar 25 @ 7 pm
Register at bit.ly/36Nk7KX. The Peoria Ag Lab offers a lively
glimpse into the minds of deeply inspiring women scientists.
*Stars over Peoria | Fri., Mar 26 @ 9 pm
Registration required by noon on 3/25: call 309-274-2719.
Explore the night sky at Tawny Oaks. Meet in parking area.
*Restoring the Illinois River Bluffs | Sat., Mar 27 @ 10 am
Registration required by noon on 3/26: call 309-274-2719.
Learn about restoration efforts at Forest Park Nature Center.
*Lab Girl Book Chat | Sun., Mar 28 @ 3 pm
Join this virtual book chat with Ellie Tiley at bit.ly/2MUaRh7.

Early Voting for the 2021 Consolidated General Election
Tue., Mar 30 @ 10 am - 6 pm
More information at peoriaelections.org.
*NAMI—Ending the Silence | Tue., Mar 30 @ 7 pm
Register at bit.ly/39SG9hy. Designed for students in grades 6-12,
this program aims to decrease stigma around mental health issues.
MVRBC Blood Drive | Wed., Mar 31 @ 12-5 pm
You are eligible to donate at this drive if your last whole
blood donation was prior to Feb. 3, 2021. To schedule an
appointment, call the Mississippi Valley Regional Blood
Center at 800-747-5401 or visit www.bloodcenterimpact.org.

Visiting the Library:
Safety Guidelines
You can help us stay open safely!
 Visitors must wear face masks at all times while in
the library. Masks should cover your nose and
mouth, and fit snugly around your face. A mask will
be provided to anyone visiting without a proper face
covering. We are happy to serve those unable to
comply with face mask requirements at our drive-up
window.
 General in-library use is limited to two hours per day.
 Please maintain a distance of at least 6 feet from
others, and limit browsing to one person per aisle.
 Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout the
library. Visitors are encouraged to clean their hands
before and after handling materials or equipment.
 Public computers are available either by reservation
(call the library) or on a first-come-first-served basis.
Sessions are limited to two hours.
 Study rooms are available with one person per room
for up to three hours. For reservations, call the library.
 Café tables available, limited to one person per table.
 Public bathrooms are limited to the single-use
facilities near the children’s area.
 Library programming continues virtually, with indoor
programming postponed indefinitely.
 Curbside service available during open hours.

Please reach out to us with any questions or
concerns. We’re all in this together!
———

*Poetry & Short-form Writing:

Call for Submissions
Who:
What:

When:

Anyone! All ages.
In 250 words or less, write a piece that is rooted in your
experience or observation of the natural world. It can
be poetry, prose, or something in between. Beyond
that, the sky’s the limit! One entry per person, please.
Entries will be collected and published by the library as
an e-book on Indie Illinois, and selections will be
presented at various NEA Big Read programs.
Submission deadline is March 31. Submit your writing at
bit.ly/2MZjBCy or bring a hard copy to the library and
fill out an entry form at the front desk.

Public hours:
M, W, F, Sat 9 am-4 pm
Tue, Thu

9 am-10 am—Reserved for seniors
and high-risk individuals
10 am-6 pm—Open to general
public

Sun

Closed

2021 Book Sale
Because 2021 is different, our book
sale is, too! Stop by during library
hours to browse the book sale table
in the lobby. Each week we’ll feature
a different topic or genre. Select the
items you want, and leave a donation
in the can.

March Schedule:
March 1-6: Fiction (G-L)
March 8-13: Fiction (M-R)
March 15-20: Fiction (S-Z)

March 22-26: Children’s
A rack of paperbacks is also
available for browsing.

Chilli Bear’s Corner

Chillicothe Public Library District
430 N Bradley Ave, Chillicothe, IL 61523
ph: 309-274-2719 • fax: 309-274-3000
email: ask@chillipld.org
www.chillipld.org
Hours

In her book Lab Girl, Hope Jahren says
that being a scientist starts out with
asking a question. What questions do
you have about the world around you?
Share your questions at the library—
starting March 8, look for the display
board that says, “Be a Scientist: Ask a
Question!”

M, W, F, Sa: 9 am - 4 pm
T, Th: 9 am - 10 am (seniors/high-risk patrons)
10 am - 6 pm (general public)
Holiday Closures: Please see list on front page.

Did you know we have an e-newsletter?
Sign up by calling 274-2719 or visit chillipld.org.
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*NEA Big Read event.
For details, pick up
a program guide,
3 pm Virtual Crafternoon
call the library, or
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9 pm Stars over Peoria*
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T, Th: 9 - 10 am (seniors & high risk patrons)
10 am - 6 pm (general public)

M, W, F, Sa: 9 am - 4 pm

Open for you:

All month:
Lobby Book Sale
Women in STEM Story Times at bit.ly/3jz3asT
Poetry & Short-form writing submissions: bit.ly/2MZjBCy
Herbarium exhibit in the Public Meeting Room
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